
The Alliance of Literary Societies (ALS) 
AGM Weekend in Nuneaton 

                                                                                    hosted by 
The George Eliot Fellowship 

celebrating the bicentenary of the birth of George Eliot 
 

Friday 17 – Sunday 19 May 2019 
 

Programme 
 

Friday 17 May 
 6 - 8pm Welcome drinks and nibbles hosted by the George Eliot Fellowship at Chilvers Coton 

Heritage Centre, Avenue Road, Nuneaton CV11 4LU, where there is plenty of free 
parking  (please indicate on the booking form).  
See notes below for suggestions for local restaurants. 

   
Saturday 18 May   
at the Town Hall, Coton Road, Nuneaton CV11 5AA 
 10 am Registration, coffee and an opportunity to browse the society stalls.  

Our friends from Handheld Press www.handheldpress.co.uk  will be available all day.  
 10.45 am Welcome and introduction by the President of the ALS, Claire Harman  

 11 am Welcome and presentation from John Burton, Chair of the George Eliot Fellowship 

 11.15 am John Burton: George Eliot: Centenary to Bicentenary 

 11.45 am Kathryn Hughes: You can take the girl out of Nuneaton…George Eliot, literary superstar 
and expert dairymaid 

 12.30 pm Buffet lunch and chance to chat, browse stalls and buy raffle tickets!  

 1.30 pm Raffle closes 

 1.45 pm ALS AGM 

 2.45 pm Raffle prizes 

 3 pm 
 
 
3.45pm 

Emma Claire Sweeney, co-author with Emily Midorikawa of the literary biography A 
Secret Sisterhood : The Female Literary Friendships of Jane Austen, Charlotte Brontë, 
George Eliot and Virginia Woolf.  
Beverley Rilett, Assistant Research Professor and lecturer at the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln: Introducing the George Eliot Archive. 
Beverley is the editor of the newly-launched George Eliot Archive 
www.georgeeliotarchive.org, a digital edition of Eliot’s complete non-fiction, fiction and 
poetry, as well as all known portraits of the author and an extensive collection of 
writings about her by her contemporaries.  
Visit www.georgeeliot.org for more information on Beverley’s work 

 4.30 pm Dramatic extracts by Sudden Impulse Theatre Company, who have staged a number of 
adaptations of George Eliot’s works, including a highly successful production of  
Felix Holt, which they took to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

 5 pm Talks close. 
 

 7 pm Dinner and readings at Bedworth Civic Hall, High St, Bedworth CV12 8NF.  
Transport to and from the evening venue can be arranged; please email Elaine on 
epeake@madasafish.com for advice and information in advance. 

 
 
 



 
Sunday 19 May 
 10 am 

10.30 am  
Meet at Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre for coffee. 
Depart for visit to Astley: medieval church (www.astleychurch.org), views of the 
Landmark Trust’s award-winning refurbishment of Astley Castle, then on to the biggest 
second-hand bookshop in the Midlands, Astley Book Farm (www.astleybookfarm.com). 
Depending on numbers, transport will be in private cars or minibus – if the latter, there 
may be a small charge. The visit will officially begin and end at the Heritage Centre, but 
transport to accommodation and/or the railway station can be arranged. 
 
Alternatively, the George Eliot collections at Nuneaton Museum and Art Gallery and at 
Nuneaton Library will also be available on Sunday.  
Opening times are:  
Library 10am-2pm, Museum 2-4.30pm                                            
 

  
Note that this programme might be subject to slight change. Attendance at this event is at your own risk. 

 
Booking. The conference fee including talks and refreshments is £10. The cost for the buffet lunch 
at Nuneaton Town Hall is also £10. The Saturday evening meal is £25.  
Please indicate your choices on the booking form. 
The deadline for booking is 30 April 2019, but the sooner the better! 
 
Raffle Prizes.  It is part of the ALS tradition that, if possible, societies bring items to be included as 
raffle prizes. This is often a good way to advertise your particular author to others! These can be 
left at the registration table on arrival on Saturday morning. Raffle tickets will be on sale from the 
start of the day until 1.30 pm, and the raffle will be drawn at 2.45pm, immediately after the AGM. 
 
Friday evening. Our welcome at the Heritage Centre will include drinks and nibbles. There is a 
Beefeater attached to the Premier Inn at Griff, the Griffin Inn pub directly opposite Griff House; 
also Ego, The Bull(Indian) and the Millenium Balti, all within a short distance of the Heritage 
Centre. 
 
Saturday evening dinner. Traditionally, we have provided our own entertainment at the Saturday 
evening dinner. Diners bring along favourite passages (prose or poetry) to read out. If you would 
like to join in, please tick the box on the form and bring your reading with you.  Readings should be 
short, three minutes is about right – please check your timings to give everyone a chance! 
 
Table space. There will be table space to display member societies’ promotional material.  
Please indicate on the booking form if you would like to take advantage of this.  
Any merchandise/cash brought by a society is that society’s responsibility. 
 
Getting there. Saturday is market day in Nuneaton! There is a multi-storey car park directly 
opposite the Town Hall in the Ropewalk shopping centre which is open 7am – 7pm: 4 hours @ £4, 
24 hours @ £6.50. 
The Town Hall is only ten minutes’ walk from the railway station. 
 
Accommodation. The Premier Inn at Griff House (George Eliot’s childhood home!), Travelodge 
Nuneaton Bedworth and Holiday Inn Express Nuneaton are all within a short distance of the 
venues, or visit www.northernwarwickshire.com/places-to-stay/. 
 
 
 



 
 

The Alliance of Literary Societies (ALS) 
AGM Weekend in Nuneaton 

 

Friday 17 – Sunday 19 May 2019 
 

         Registration Form 
Title: First name:  Surname:  
 
Address:  
 
 
Email:  

 
Tel No:  
 
Society name:  

 
 
Please tick the relevant boxes below and enter the number of people wishing to attend each. 
Yes Number Item Cost per 

person 
  I would like to attend the welcome drinks and nibbles on Friday 

evening 
Free 

  I shall be attending the ALS AGM only – Saturday at 1.45pm Free 
  I wish to register for the Saturday event 

I would like to be allocated table space 
I would like the buffet lunch (see below* re: special dietary 
requirements) 

£10 
 
£10 

  I wish to attend the Saturday evening dinner at Bedworth Civic 
Hall (3-course set menu with tea/coffee; drinks extra). 
Please view the menu below and indicate here your choice of 
main course: Chicken/Mushroom Stroganoff 
and dessert: Cheesecake/Fruit salad   
There is provision for other dietary requirements – see below * 
 

£25 
 
 

  I would like to read at the Saturday evening dinner.  
(Please note that readings should be short, e.g. one short 
poem, or no more than three pages of text) 

 

  I would like to visit Astley, gathering for tea/coffee at Chilvers 
Coton Heritage Centre on the Sunday to depart at 10.30 am. 

No entrance fees 
See programme 

 
*Dietary requirements: 
(e.g. vegetarian/vegan/ 
coeliac) 

Vegetarian options will be available. 
Please contact Elaine Peake 
epeake@madasafish.com if you would like to discuss 
other dietary requirements. 

 

Total to pay  



 
 
 
 
 
 
Payment: Please send a cheque (made payable to The George Eliot Fellowship) by 30 April 2019 
to: 
Juliet Hopper, 5, Caldecote Close, Nuneaton CV10 0ET 
To book online go to www.georgeeliot2019.com  
If you have any questions about the event, please email Elaine at epeake@madasafish.com 

 
 

Saturday 18 May 2019 
 

M E N U 
oOo 

Duo of Fanned Melon served with summer fruits and a fruit coulis 
oOo 

Roast Breast of Chicken served with cranberry and orange sauce 
or 

Mushroom Stroganoff served with lemon basmati rice 
both served with a selection of vegetables and marquis potatoes 

oOo 
Baked New York Cheesecake topped with strawberries and clotted cream 

or 
Fruit Salad  

oOo 
Tea, coffee and mints.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


