
The Alliance of Literary Societies 
AGM Weekend in Winchester 

Hosted by the Charlotte M Yonge Fellowship 
21st to 23rd April 2023 

PROGRAMME 
 
Friday, April 21st 2023 

7.30 pm Informal supper in the Hampshire Room at the Royal Hotel, St Peter Street, 
Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 8BS, followed by an entertainment:  Literary 
Ladies, by Cecily O’Neill.  

 
The menu choices are on the registration form. Please note numbers are 
limited to 30 people.  The Royal Hotel is in the city centre and about 1½ miles 
from St Swithun’s School. The Hampshire Room has level access from the car 
park and there is a level route to the toilets. The Royal Hotel was a 
Benedictine convent from 1795 to 1857 and is mentioned as such in 
Charlotte M Yonge’s novel The Young Stepmother (1861).  Please note, there 
is limited car parking. 

 
Saturday, April 22nd 

10 am to 5 pm ALS AGM and conference in the Prep Gym and Prep Hall at St Swithun’s 
School, Alresford Road, Winchester, Hampshire SO21 1HA. There is step free 
access from the car park and level access to the toilets. St Swithun’s School is 
about 1½ miles from the city centre. There is a bus (64) from the Broadway, 
on the eastern edge of the city centre, 15 minutes’ walk from the station. 
You may like to share a taxi. 
A Zoom link will also be available from St Swithun’s.  Please see Registration 
Form for details.  The link will be emailed to participants nearer the time. 

 
10.00 Registration, coffee/tea and an opportunity to browse the society stalls.  

Water, tea and coffee are available all day. 
 
10.45 Welcome from the Chair of the CMYF, Alys Blakeway, and Marty Ross, Chair 

of the ALS 
 
11.00 Introduction to the day by ALS President, James Naughtie 
 
 Speakers 
11.15 Penelope Wallace, novelist: ‘Introducing CMY’ 
 
11.45 Dr Julia Courtney, retired Research Fellow of the Open University: ‘The 

Reader and the Read’ 
 
12.30 pm Buffet lunch and chance to chat, browse stalls and buy raffle tickets! 

The lunch menu is expected to include Sandwiches (e.g. bacon, lettuce and 
tomato on multi-grain bloomer bread; mature Cheddar ploughman’s on 



wholemeal bread; roast chicken salad);  Wraps (e.g. falafel, hummus and 
salad; tuna, lemon mayonnaise and rocket; free-range egg mayonnaise with 
cress); a selection of vegetable crudités and dips; and the St Swithun’s 
sausage roll sizzler;  Dessert: (e.g. chocolate-dipped English strawberries and 
lemon tart.) 
There will also be a hydration station with three flavours of juices and 
Bottlegreen sparkling drink. 
 

1.30 Raffle closes 
 
1.45 ALS AGM, followed by talk by Anita Fernandez-Young on the founding of the 

ALS 
 
2.55 Raffle draw and prizes 
 
 Speakers 
3.10 Dr Clare Walker Gore, Open University: ‘"Can you really mean that you are 

supporting yourselves?": Charlotte M. Yonge and the Question of Women's Work' 

 
3.55 Judith Flanders, author and journalist (remotely from Canada): ‘Victorian 

Deathbeds’ 
 
4.40 Another chance to browse society stalls and chat 
5.00 Close 
 
5.30 Special visit to Hampshire Archives and Local Studies, Sussex Street, 

Winchester SO23 8TH (public car park nearby), next door to the railway 
station, to see the Charlotte M Yonge display in the foyer. 

 
7pm for 7.30 Dinner at the Paul Woodhouse suite, in the grounds of Winchester Cathedral, 

Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 9LS. Winchester Cathedral is in the city centre, 
about 1½ miles from St Swithun’s.  The Paul Woodhouse suite is fully 
accessible. Parking in the nearby public car park in Colebrook Street.  
 Dinner menu choices are on the registration form. 

 
Sunday April 23rd 

 
10.30-12.00 Guided walk round Charlotte Yonge’s Winchester, beginning at the Public 

Library in Jewry Street (the ARC), in the city centre, and ending at 5 Clifton 
Terrace, a short walk to the railway station, which in turn is a short walk from 
the city centre. 

 
On April 23rd delegates may want to see the village of Otterbourne, CMY’s 
lifelong home (its centre little changed since her time), and its church, St 
Matthew’s, where she is buried. Parish Communion is at 9.30. 
Alternatively, you might like to visit Winchester Cathedral. For details of 
services see their website: 
https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/worship/service-listings/ 

https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/worship/service-listings/
https://www.winchester-cathedral.org.uk/worship/service-listings/


General information 
 
Booking. Please book by completing the Registration Form and paying by one of the methods 
given (Cheque/PayPal/Bank Transfer). Last date for bookings is Friday March 31st. 
Full details of venues, including locations, directions etc, will be sent to you once you have 
returned your booking form. 
 
Lifts. Please indicate if you can offer a lift between central Winchester/ the railway station and 
St Swithun’s School or vice versa, or would like a lift. 
 
Raffle prizes. It is part of the ALS tradition that, if possible, people bring items to be included as 
raffle prizes. This is often a good way to advertise your particular author to others! These can be 
left at the registration table on arrival on the Saturday. Raffle tickets will be on sale until 15 
minutes before the start of the AGM, and the winners announced at the end of the AGM. 
 
Stall space. If you would like to book a stall for your society on Saturday 22nd April then please 
email margaretcbirch@btinternet.com. Please note that there is room for 16 tables or 20 at a 
pinch, first come, first served. 
 
Saturday evening dinner. Traditionally, we have provided our own entertainment at the 
Saturday evening dinner. In other words, diners bring along their favourite readings (prose or 
poetry), to read out. It is not compulsory, but if you want to have a go, please do tick the box on 
the form and bring your reading with you. As this is a popular activity, please keep your reading 
to a minimum (one short poem or no more than two pages of text). Names will be put into a hat 
and drawn out in random order. 
 
Sunday activities. Sunday activities are entirely optional, but we hope to see you on our walk 
round CMY’s Winchester, still remarkably unchanged. 
 
Accommodation.  Please don’t delay to book; 21st-23rd April is a busy tourist weekend. 
Hotel offering a discount We have agreed a 10% discount with the Winchester Holiday Inn, 
Telegraph Way, SO21 1HZ, telephone 01962 670700, including a complimentary full buffet 
breakfast and free car parking. You will need to register your car number plate with the hotel on 
arrival to take advantage of the free parking.  Please call the hotel between 9am and 4.30pm 
Monday to Friday and speak to inhouse reservations; out of these hours please email the 
reservations team at bookings@hiwinchester.co.uk. Please quote code: STSWITHUNS.  
Other hotels Please visit this website: https://www.visitwinchester.co.uk/listings/where-to-
stay/?fwp_where_to_stay=hotel . Also has more information about the Holiday Inn. 
Other hotels not listed on website Premier Inn 
https://www.premierinn.com/gb/en/hotels/england/hampshire/winchester/winchester.html 
Travelodge https://www.travelodge.co.uk/hotels/660/Winchester-hotel 
 
This programme may be subject to minor changes. 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
The Alliance of Literary Societies (ALS) AGM Weekend in Winchester Friday 21st to Sunday 23rd April 2023 

(First Guest) Title:             First name:                                    Surname: 

Address: 

 

Postcode:                         Email address: 

Tel Number:                                                   Emergency Contact number(optional):    

Society(ies) represented: 

(Second Guest) Title          First Name:                                  Surname: 

Address (if different) 

 

Postcode                            Email address: 

Society(ies) represented: 

Friday 23rd April 

 Guest 1 Guest 2 

I wish to attend the Friday evening meal at the Royal Hotel. Please 
mark your choices - one each from A, B and C. 

  

A1 Chicken & mushroom pie OR A2 Sweet potato & lentil bake (Vegan)   

B1 Steak cut chips OR B2 Thyme roasted new potatoes   

C1 Mixed leaf salad OR C2 Tomato and basil salad    

D Fruit salad (one option only)   

Please list any allergies or food intolerances.   

Cost of meal and entertainment £24; drinks to be ordered and paid for separately 

Saturday 24th April 

I shall attend the ALS AGM only – on Saturday at 1.45 pm (no charge)   

I shall attend the ALS AGM and Conference in person   

I shall attend the ALS AGM and Conference via Zoom   

Cost of Conference including tea, coffee, buffet lunch and talks £39 
Cost of Conference via Zoom £15.00 

I wish to visit the Hampshire Archives and Local Studies to see the foyer 
display about CMY. 

  

Cost £2.00 - Shared taxis from St Swithun’s to HALS can be arranged on the day. HALS is next door to the 
station where there is a taxi rank for your return journey. 

I wish to attend the Saturday evening dinner at the Paul Woodhouse 
suite.  Please choose one each from starters, mains and desserts. 

  

Starter   

1 Pressed ham hock and grain mustard terrine, pea mousse, baby leaf salad 
2 Atlantic prawn and Bloody Mary tian, baby gem, Melba toast  
3 Roasted heritage beets, caramelised apple, pickled walnut dressing (vegan) 

  

Main   

1 Corn-fed chicken, slow roasted shallot tarte fine, wild mushroom and 
spinach fricassee, white wine sauce 
2 Line-caught Cornish pollock, buttered samphire, roasted squash 
puree, salsa verde 

  



3 Chive and plant-based parmesan gnocchi, braised leeks, red pepper 
sauce (vegan) 

Dessert   

1 Greek yogurt panna cotta, passion fruit sauce, roasted pineapple 
2 Dark chocolate fondant, tonka bean crème anglaise 
3 Mango carpaccio, wild berry sorbet, toasted coconut flakes (vegan) 

  

Please list any allergies or food intolerances:   

I plan to bring a reading to the Saturday evening dinner.   

Cost of dinner, £54.00; drinks to be ordered and paid for separately. 

Sunday 23rd April  

I would like to join the ‘Charlotte M Yonge in Winchester’ walk.   

Free but cash donation welcomed on the day, towards a token of our appreciation for the guide, who has 
declined a fee.  

Payment 

  Quantity Amount 

Friday 21st Supper and entertainment at Royal Hotel £24.00    

Saturday 22nd ALS AGM only (no fee)   

 ALS AGM and Conference. In person £39.00   

 ALS AGM and Conference. Via Zoom £15.00   

 Visit to Hampshire Archives £2.00   

 Dinner at Paul Woodhouse Suite £54.00   

Sunday 23rd Charlotte M Yonge Winchester Walk (no fee)   

 Total to pay  £          : 

Payment methods available: 

Cheque made out to The Charlotte M Yonge Fellowship submitted with Registration Form 

By PayPal to yonge.fellowship@gmail.com 

Direct bank transfer: The Charlotte M Yonge Fellowship, The Co-operative Bank plc, Account No:  
65229143, Sort Code: 08-92-99.     Please put your initials and ALS23 as a reference e.g. ABALS23 

Please return this Registration Form by 31st March 2023 to: 
Margaret Birch, 29A Mexfield Road, London SW15 2RG 
OR    Send by email to margaretcbirch@btinternet.com 
 

I shall have a car with me and can offer lifts between central 
Winchester and St Swithun’s School (please say how many spaces)  

  

I would like a lift   

We would like to provide a list of participants (with name, society and 
the society’s email address) to those attending. If you are happy for us 
to include your details please tick the box.  

  

Please tick the box to indicate if you are happy to have yourself 
included in photographs taken at the event. 

  

If you have any questions about the event please email the Charlotte M. Yonge Fellowship Meetings Secretary 
at  margaretcbirch@btinternet.com 
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